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1 . EARLIER THIS WEEK MINISTER OF COURT ASSADOLLAH ALAM NOT ONLY 
CALLED AT THE PRC EMBASSY TO EXTEND CONDOLENCES ON MAO S DEATH 
BUT ALSO CONDUCTED A CEREMONY IN THE PRESENCE OF PRC DIPLOMATS 
IN ORDER TO UNDERLINE DISPLAY OF GRIEF AND RESPECT ON BEHALF 

OF IMPERIAL COURT. 

2. THIS UNUSUAL RECOGNITION WAS CLEARLY THE MOST THE IRANIANS COULD 
COME UP WITH SINCE NO FOREIGNERS ARE TO PARTICIPATE IN MEMORIAL 
SERVICES IN PEKING. SHAH FEELS INDEBTED TO PRC FOR ITS SUPPORT OF 

HIS VARIOUS POLICIES PARTICULARLY ON PURCHASE OF ARMS TO MODERNIZE 
HIS ARMED FORCES AND ON HIS EFFORTS TO INSURE THE SECURITY OF 
THE PERSIAN GULF REGION FROM SOVIET OR RADICAL ARAB INTRUSION. 

TWO RECENT PEOPLE'S DAILY DEFENSES OF IRAN ARMS POLICY, (CARRIED BY 
FBIS), WERE PARTICULARLY APPRECIATED IN TEHRAN COMING AS THEY DID 
SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH SFRC HEARINGS IN WASHINGTON AND BROADSIDES FROM 
THE SOVIET PRESS AGAINST THE SHAH'S POLICY ON ARMS PURCHASES. 

3. FOR MANY MONTHS THE PRC HAS BEEN "WOOING" THE IRANIANS. 

THAT IS THE SHAH'S EXPRESSION USED WHEN DISCUSSING IRAN-PRC 
RELATIONS WITH VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER HERE LAST MARCH. 

PRC HAS MUCH WANTED THE SHAH TO VISIT CHINA, BUT PRTOCOLAIRE 
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PRIME MINISTER HAVE BEEN TO CHINA, BUT NO PRC OFFICIAL SENIOR 
TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAS VISITED IRAN. THE SHAH SAID TO THE 
VICE PRESIDENT THAT HE WOULD NOT LET PURE PROTOCOL STAND IN THE 
WAY OF THE PROPER CONDUCT OF BUSINESS WITH THE PRC, NEVERTHELESS 
HE HAS NOT MADE THE TRIP TO CHINA EVEN THOUGH THAT GOVERNMENT HAS 
IMPORTUNED HIM. 

4. IT IS SAFE TO SAY, HOWEVER, THAT THE IRANIANS AND THE PRC WILL 
CONTINUE TO MAKE COMMON CAUSE AGAINST THE SOVIETS, THE FERVOR OF 
THE RELATIONSHIP ON THE IRANIAN SIDE BEING IN DIRECT PROPORTION TO 
THE WEIGHT OF SOVIET ATTACKS ON IRANIAN POLICIES. THE SHAH WILL 
LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED TO INSURE THAT THE PRC IS WELL AWARE OF 
HIS APPRECIATION FOR ITS SUPPORT. 
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